The histopathologic features which follow repeated applications of tobacco tar to rat lip mucosa.
The response of rat lip mucosa to two tobacco tar preparations combined with heat was examined histopathologically. It was shown that the magnitude of irritational hyperplasia produced was related to the level of irritation. This was greatest in those rats subjected to the longest period of application of the tobacco extract with the greatest concentration of tar combined with heating the site of application. Neoplastic changes were not produced.